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Part I

Reading Strategy (part of Literacy at PPS)

• Improving and promoting literacy is a vital task to ensure the best life 

chances, academic attainment and overall wellbeing.

• The development of literacy skills is an entitlement for all our children and 

young people 

• Providing opportunities for pupils to develop and consolidate skills 

in writing, reading and communication is the responsibility of the whole 

community.

• Our aim is to raise engagement and improve reading in all its 

complexity. 



Reading is vitally important as this research shows:

• The National Literacy Trust found that reading for pleasure is the most important 

indicator of the future success of a child - National Literacy Trust

• “Reading for pleasure is more important for children’s educational success than their 

family’s socio-economic status.” Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), Reading for Change, Programme for International Student 

Assessment (PISA)

• “A deep engagement with storytelling and great literature link directly to emotional 

development in primary children.” The Rose Review, 2008 Independent Review of the 

Primary School Curriculum.



• “...research presents overwhelming evidence that literacy has a significant 

relationship with a person’s happiness and success.” NLT

• “Leisure reading makes students more articulate, develops higher order reasoning, 

and promotes critical thinking.” National Endowment for the Arts in To read or not 

to read, 2007

• "Children in England tend to report reading for pleasure less frequently than their 

peers in many other countries. There is a strong association between the amount of 

reading for pleasure children reported and their reading achievement.” Progress 

in International Reading and Literacy Study (PIRLS); National Foundation for 

Educational Research, 2006, Twist et al. National Report for England.

• “80% of children who read above the expected level for their age have 

books of their own; while only 58% who read below their expected 

level have books of their own." National Literacy Trust (NLT)



Our curriculum aims to:

• expose students to culturally enriching literature in order to help them develop 

as tolerant and discerning global citizens

• teach learners how to decode

• develop the three strands of reading fluency – accuracy, automaticity and 

prosody.

• develop comprehension and increase the complexity of texts read.

• read for understanding – promote reading actively and strategically, with 

intentionality.

• build stamina for reading

• provide all students with times where they have time dedicated to reading a 

text of their choice



We all need to be aware of…

• how we assess gaps in phonic knowledge and address these.

• how to select fully decodable readers accurately matched to phonics level.

• pupils who are reading below age related expectations and what interventions we 

can put in place –more practice needs to be provided for these chn and phonics 

teaching is to be kept up until reading fluency is achieved.

• Providing continued support to all children in Y3 and above to select age 

appropriate books.

• Our reading culture – as teachers we all endeavour to instil a love of literature –

and provide access to the best stories and poems out there.



• know what extra support is required/ accessed by any of our vulnerable 

and disadvantaged groups?

• feel confident in how to read with a young person to support their 

development.

• know how to select an appropriately levelled text for a student.

• talk to students about their reading and their reading experience in school

• Support young people to keep up reading logs and evidence of reading 

objectives in books.

We all need to…



Each centre takes part in DEAR once a week where we all 

enjoy a book of our own choice and read quietly.

How we promote reading in our school…

During this time young people can also 

choose listen to audiobooks at the listening 

station with equipment provided by the 

Listening Books charity.



Interactive reading displays which are frequently 

refreshed



Pupils should try to read a wide range of fiction and non-

fiction. Reading ladders are available on different genres 

and are provided in each centre.  

Reading is more than just books. As well as recommendations 

from the book lists, magazines and newspapers for children, 

the internet, text-based games, graphic novels and comics all 

develop reading skills. We should also look at modern non-

fiction texts.

We provide a wide range of good quality texts

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-and-teenagers/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/graphic-novels-for-ks2-children-aged-7-11/


Part II

Phonics and Little Wandle

KS1 (and KS2 where needed)

We carry out assessments on admission to 

determine a starting point on the Little Wandle

programme.  We keep records for each YP of 

starting point and all ongoing assessments and 

targets.

We use the Collins reading assessment book and 

allocate each learner an appropriate book. 

We provide phonic support for young people 

who are not yet fluent readers.

KS3

For young people who have 

ongoing phonics need  we 

can also use the Little 

Wandle rapid catch-up 

programme.



ASSESSMENT IN PHONICS – LITTLE WANDLE

On admission (when ready) each leaner from Reception to Y2 should be 

assessed using the Little Wandle placement assessment.  This should inform the 

weekly planning. The assessment will identify gaps and we can then use the 

main programme or go to the keep up lessons.

Children in Year 2 and above should be assessed using the rapid catch up and 

fluency assessmentt. This will determine the pathway through the programme.



Part III

Reading Carousel

In order to support the development of reading up to and beyond fluency we 

timetabled sessions as required in each centre. Four times a week literacy activities and 

interventions are planned and delivered by staff to meet the needs of the young 

people.

(See separate Powerpoint for details of these sessions)



Part IV Reading for Pleasure

At PPS all staff:

- aim to increase reading engagement, confidence and motivation to read

- promote the joy of reading



Each centre has appealing reading area



We are starting to post special book and related special days, 

activities, events and updates on our website and social media 

platforms. 


